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As I reflect on the 2023-2024 school year, I am incredibly proud of all that
America SCORES Cleveland accomplished. Our commitment to the
Cleveland community remains steadfast, ensuring that youth have
access to high-quality soccer, poetry, and service-learning programs that
help them learn, grow, and thrive.

Our poet-athletes continue to be the best part of our day. Their energy,
creativity, and resilience drive everything we do, reinforcing our mission to
provide a transformative program.

This year, we saw firsthand how SCORES empowers youth, building
confidence, leadership, and a sense of belonging. On the field and in the
classroom, they found their voices, discovered their strengths, and
created a foundation for future success.

As the afterschool landscape shifts, America SCORES Cleveland remains
strong. Thanks to our dedicated board, staff, volunteers, and supporters,
we are financially sound and positioned to sustain and expand our
impact where it’s needed most. Our partnerships with schools and
community organizations continue to grow, ensuring we remain a trusted
resource for Cleveland’s youth and families.

To all who support this mission, THANK YOU. Your belief in our work makes
everything possible. Together, we will continue to inspire, uplift, and
empower Cleveland’s youth.

With gratitude,

Alison Black
Executive Director, America SCORES Cleveland

A  NOTE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



HIGHLIGHTS  |  FALL 2023
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are the thee pillars that drive our
program. Whether our students are
in the classroom or on the field we
work to ensure they are learning vital
life skills.

During the Fall our poet-athletes
worked hard to learn how to use
poetry to give a voice to important
issues in their lives. On the soccer
field they worked on honing their
skills for their weekly soccer games.

On November 14th, 18 teams and 10
individual students took the stage for
SCORES’ Annual Poetry SLAM at
Cleveland State University’s Waetjen
Auditorium. They performed their
original poems about being a
leader, their love of soccer, their
identities and much more. It was an
inspirational night and the perfect
way to finish our Fall season!

Click here for our complete list of our 2023 Poetry SLAM Winners.

Watch our 2023 Poetry SLAM!
performances on YouTube

Thank you to our 2023 Poetry SLAM! Partners:

Teamwork                 Leadership
Commitment 

https://americascorescleveland.org/events/poetry-slam/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUPjp-GLgg-Mul7OOpWoC7WdVSqBBUyvD
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUPjp-GLgg-Mul7OOpWoC7WdVSqBBUyvD
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HIGHLIGHTS  |  SPRING -- SUMMER 2024

As soon as the weather warmed up our teams hit
the ground running! They hopped back onto the
soccer field and into the classrooms ready to put
to use the skills they learned in the Fall.

On May 15th at our annual Jamboree at the
Brookside Reservation, our Poet-Athletes joined
their families for an afternoon of soccer games,
food and giveaways. Caregivers and community
members also got to see all the hard work the
students put into their service projects which
included donation drives, clean-ups, kindness
rocks, and planting flowers. It was an amazing
way to end the Spring season.

Our oldest students wrapped up their season
with the BLAST soccer tournament on May 16th
at Michael Zone Rec Center, where Buhrer Dual
Language Academy took home the trophy as
the Spring 2025 Champions!

On April 13th corporate teams left the office and
hit the field for our annual SCORES Cup
tournament at Force Sports. A huge congrats to
our winners PwC and Progressive.

We kicked off the summer with our inaugural
fundraiser, One Night One Goal. Three of our
amazing poet-athletes, Aryel, DeNyah and
Jau’nyla performed their poems for all our
guests. We honored our long-time coaches Joe
Caroniiti and Theresa Ogbomo, and dedicated
supporter Dr. Sridhar, Provost of Cleveland State
University, with the 2024 Calliope Awards. We
also honored Michele Ibarra, SCORES Board
member and Buhrer Academy’s principal with
the Peter L. Galvin award. It was a wonderful
night of inspiration celebrating all of SCORES
accomplishments over the year.



2023-24  Annual Report        4

Core (Grades 3-5)
51%

Jr. (Grades 1-2)
35%

Middle School (Grades 6-8)
14%

Male
56%

Female
44%

African American / Black
45%

Hispanic / Latino
28%

Caucasian
9%

Other
9%

St. Clair-Superior

Bellaire-Puritas

Broadway - Slavic Village
Tremont

Glenville

Cudell

Clark-Fulton

HoughJefferson

Brooklyn Centre

Central

Buckeye-Shaker

Ohio City16
Public Schools 

2023-2024 AFTER-SCHOOL IMPACT SNAPSHOT

Artemus Ward School
A. B. Hart School
Buhrer Dual Language
Academy
Dike School of the Arts
Denison School
Franklin D. Roosevelt
Academy
Garfield School
Marion C. Seltzer School 

Natividad Pagan Intl.
Newcomers Academy
Orchard S.T.E.M.
Robinson G. Jones School
Scranton School
Sunbeam School
Warner Girls' Leadership
Academy 
Wade Park School
Willson School

Program Age Group GenderRace/Ethnicity

For our complete 2023-24 impact, see our Program Outcomes Report

Bi-Racial / Multiracial
6%

1,200+
Youth served annually

13
Neighborhoods

https://americascorescleveland.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/2023-2024-Program-Outcomes-Report.pdf
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SCORES is a happy
and fun way to

spend time
afterschool!

WHAT OUR POET-ATHLETES ARE SAYING

Kamryn is a 5th grader from
Wade Park School and has been
part of the SCORES team for 2
and half years! He initially joined
because he was looking for
something new & exciting to try.

One of his favorite memories is
when he performed as an
individual poet at the 2023 Poetry
SLAM. His poem,“Don’t Judge
Me!,” is all about not making
snap judgements about him or
other people.

When he grows up he wants to
be a doctor. 

Aryel is a 3rd grader at Sunbeam
School and has been part of the
SCORES team from the very
beginning!

Aryel has always loved soccer
and joined because she wanted
to get better! She loves that she
gets to play against other teams
and is able to challenge herself.

One of her favorite memories is
her team winning 1st place at
their very first Poetry SLAM!

Aryel wants people to know that
she is more than a soccer player.
she is also a singer, poet, and is
intelligent. 

SCORES has given
me a team and
companionship!
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He fell into a hole
A mill ion carrots all around him

He wanted to roll
With his best friend Tim

POETRY HIGHLIGHTS

THINK ABOUT HOW
WORDS MAKE YOU FEEL
5th Grader, Buhrer Dual Language Academy 

Think about how words make you feel
You can’t do hard things, you’re ugly, 
you’re lame.

Think about how words make you feel
Motivated, excited, thril led, happy

My heart is burning
The excitement of the day makes my

heart snappy.

Think about how words make you feel
Funny, smart, pretty, strong
My heart is glowing
The words stay in your heart for so long.

Think about how words make you feel
Helpful, caring, generous, kind

My heart is beaming
As I leave you, 

keep these worlds in your mind.

My heart is crumbling
Soon my heart will go out l ike a flame.

THERE ONCE WAS 
A BUNNY

1st-2nd Grade Team, Artemus Ward

There once was a bunny
His name was Mister Beast
He was very funny
Salad with carrots was his feast

They ate all the carrots
Then went home to sleep
They woke up to pet their ferret
Who didn’t make a peep
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Ms. Takiyah Williams has been a
SCORES’ coach for the last 3 years and
was an instrumental figure in starting
the program at Orchard S.T.E.M.
School. Her and Ms. Swarm's hard work
has grown the school's teams from 1
Core team in 2021 to 5 teams from
grades 1st - 8th.

Ms. Williams is all about teamwork and
school pride! It is not uncommon to see
her and her fellow coaches decked out
in their bedazzled SCORES shirts
cheering on the students at soccer
games or the Poetry SLAM. Ms. Williams
ensures all her players feel pride to be
part of the Orchard team.

Ms. Williams does not only want her
poet-athletes to learn how to play
soccer to the best of their ability but she
is always encouraging them to try new
things and work hard at all aspects of
programming. 

She embodies our three pillars,
teamwork, leadership & commitment,
frequently talking to the kids about the
importance of showing up and working
hard, respecting each other, and
learning how to be true leaders.

FROM THE COACH CORNER

“[SCORES] has that sense of community, and that’s
what we need nowadays. Not only a school

community but a family community as well. ” 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Cash & Equivalents
67.9%

Investments
27.8%

Receivables
3.1%

Prepaid Expenses
1.3%

Contract Income
24%

Foundations
23.7%

Corporations
17.6%

Government/Nonprofit
15.6%

Fundraising Events
11.5%

Individuals
5%

Interest Income
2.2%

In-kind Donations
0.2%

Programs
86.3%

Fundraising
8.1%Mgmt/General

5.5%

ASSETS REVENUE EXPENSES

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

Accounts Payable                      $12,469            $10,971  
Accrued Compensation            $15,696             $20,455   

Financial Position

ASSETS

Cash & Equivalents                      $587,610          $523,536
Receivables                                  $26,924            $12,236
Prepaid Expenses                         $10,877                  -          

Current Assets

Other Assets
investments                                  $240,273           $210,008 
Fixed Assets, Net                                 -                  $5,842 

$865,684           $751,622 Total Assets

$28,165            $31,426
$837,519          $720,196 
$865,684          $751,622 

Total Liabilities
Net Assets
Total Liabilities & Net Assets

2024              2023 Activities

REVENUE

EXPENSES

Foundations                              $188,044          $167,659
Corporations                             $139,699          $133,450  
Government/Nonprofit             $123,396          $103,417 
Special Events, Net                   $91,279            $72,137 
Individuals                                 $39,890            $44,790 
Donated Services & Material    $1,966              $2,174
Contract Income                       $190,128          $225,107 
Interest Income                          $17,582            $4,373
Other Income                             $717                      - 

Programs                                   $607,733           $554,100     
Management & General          $39,023             $40,025 
Fundraising                               $57,051             $46,984 

Total Revenue $792,701          $753,107

Total Expenses $641,109            $641,109  

2024              2023

Current Liabilities
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THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS
Foundations
The Abington Foundation
Eva L. and Joseph M. Bruening Foundation
The Banks-Baldwin Foundation
The Catch Meaning Fund
The Hershey Foundation
The Martha Holden Jennings Foundation
The Reinberger Foundation
Thomas H. White Foundation, a KeyBank Trust
Thomas J. Coltman Foundation
United Black Fund of Greater Cleveland

Corporations & Corporate Foundations

McKinsey & Company, Inc.
Medical Mutual of Ohio
NetworkinGuys, In
Oatey Foundation
Offside Marketing LLC
OverDrive Inc.
Park Place Technologies
Philips Healthcare
PlayStation Cares
Progressive Insurance Foundation
PwC
RPM International Inc.
Schneider Smeltz Spieth Bell LLP
Sherwin Williams
Squire Patton Boggs
Soccer Shots Cleveland
SR Financial Services, Inc.
Swagelok Foundation
The DiLauro Outreach Project
The Lubrizol Corporation
The Rite-Aid Foundation
Third Federal Foundation
Tucker Ellis LLP
Westfield Group Foundation

Anonymous Corporate Donor
Aon Foundation
Cargill, Incorporated
CESO, Inc.
Cleveland Cavaliers
Cleveland Soccer Group Foundation
Eaton Corporation
Exit Planning Institute
FIFA Foundation
First Federal Lakewood
Flagstar Bank
Flexlink LLC
Grant Thornton LLP
Great Lakes Billing Associates Inc.
Jones Day
Kaulig Foundation
KeyBank Foundation
LeagueApps
M & G Pools

Federal & Government Grants
City of Cleveland
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
Ohio Arts Council
Starting Point



2023-24  Annual Report        10

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS

Advantage Cleveland
Boys Hope Girls Hope
Cleveland Metropolitan      
   School District 
Cleveland Play House
Cleveland State University
Esperanza, Inc
Force Sports - Rocky River
GNCA
Jefferson Puritas West Park CDC
Kids Book Bank
Lake Erie Ink
Merrick House
MyCom
NewBridge Cleveland 
Open Doors Academy
Scranton Road Ministries
The Literacy Cooperative
University Settlement, Inc.

Community Partners

American Outlaws Cleveland
Greater Cleveland Food Bank
Play Gap
North FC
The Kurt Karakul Literacy Award

Other Supporters

Individuals
Myles Abbott
Joanie and Tom Adler
Victor Adu-Gyamfi
Hannah Andrewson
Anonymous Donor

Jason Ashenfelter
Elizabeth Awuah
Ashley Balasko
Alison Ball
Ryan Barnes
Kerry Barrett
Desinie Bass
Kalpana Beach
Makis Beach
Joyce Becerra & Megan 
    Covington
Adam Behm
Christopher Beiswenger
Mary Bell
Vincent Bell & Megan Novak
Alison Black & Kevin Preslan
Joseph Blackwell
The Blumenthal’s - Adam, 
   Elana, Aiden & Saige
Jeff Boehling & Michelle Oden
Sharon and Carl Bolch
Jacob Bosley
Catherine Bous
Doug Boyer
Amy Brinkman
Sonyette Callahan
Alexandra Carlson
Qinyi Cheng
William Chernock
Suzi Chin
Patrick & Ellen Clunk
Ruth Coffey
Community West Foundation 
    William R. Oatey Fund
Ed Covington & Margaret Kotz
Tom Cratty
Chad and Julie Cummings
Donald & Mary Jo Dailey

Daniela Dangond
Tara and Jeff Davidson
Michael and Nora Davis
Kaimee Devore
Kyler Dorsey
Mia Dragich
Kelly Dunleavy
Chad Dunn
Erin Duran
Carl Ebner
Christopher Engelmann
The Fentner Family
Wrean & Hugh Fiebig
Ian Flanagan & Piper Reddy
Janet Fowler
Steve Friedman
Gia Gaetano
Steven Galun
Peter L. & Barbara Y. Galvin
Family DAF
Tami Garber
David & Sarah Gedeon
Jill Gerber
Chris Gerrie
Jim Gianfagna
Ellen & Paul Giglia
Jason Gillette
Christian Gnizak
Bernie Goodman
Lisa Goodson
Tatiana Gracyk
Phil Grassie
John Grebenc Sr.
John & Kimberly Grebenc
Lindsay Grebenc
Bob Grebenc
Katherine Guittari
Miguel Gutierrez

Justin Hamlin
Devin Hanna
Alissa & AJ Hazlett
Elizabeth Herron & Ed Zelaski
Katelyn Hershberger
Nicole Hilbert
Jim and Diane Hofmockel
Jenn Holder
Jennifer Holder
Mark Holland
Meredith & Bryan Holt
Scott Hong
Jacob Hopkins
Daria Hubach
Greg and Karen Hubbell
John Hudec, D.D.S
Mike and Meredith Hudec
Jesse Hudson
Joshua Huff
Sean and Meg Humphreys
Michele Sanchez
James Imbo
Monique James
Amanda Jesuca
Pat & Joni Johnson
Chelsey Judge
Jamal Kaghazwala
Susmitha Kakumani
Hristo Kallas
George Kappos
Kurt & Mary Beth Karakul
Andy Kardos
Natalie Kayani
John Kearney
Hans Kicken
Kaitlin Kline
Brad & Lisa Kostka
Bennett Kuhar
t

https://www.force-sports.com/Default.aspx?tabid=208812
https://lakeerieink.org/
https://www.stclairsuperior.org/
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Jason Lansdale
Lyle & Alicia Leavit
Catherine Lehman
Meghan Lewallen
Darlene Lewis
Kim Longino
Kelsey Lorko
Jacob Magdich
Kuda Maposa
Mr. Jordan Masters 
Brett McCoy
Kelsey McMillan
Peter McMillan
Gina Mendiola
Christa Milhouse
Claire and Jay Miller
Laura Mimura
Brian Moran
Warren & Betsi Morris
Mairghread & Tendai
Mukeredzi
Dan Musa
Zeljko Musa
Scott Nagy
Lisa Naylor
Josh Nemec
Gwendolyn Nolan
Megan Novak & Vincent Bell
John and Claire O'Brien
Sean O'Brien
Owen O'Donnel
Matthew O'Hearn III
Mickey O'Hearn
Maureen O'Reilly
Mason & Amy Oatey
Paul Pace
Lauren & Sue Pacini
Dawn Papadatos
Brian Patrick
tton

Brandon & Abbey Jo Patton
Greg & Andrea Pa
Debi Pence-Meyenberg & Eric
   Meyenberg
Evelyn Pence
Lowell Perry Jr.
Lauren Persons
James Pettit
Russell Pierce & Brianna McTaggart
Russell Pierro
Vincenzo Pierro & Family
Maureen Pisanick
Kevin Preslan
Karen & Tim Preslan
Irene Presper
Lydia Presper
Madeline Presper
Sonya Presper
Kimberly Prince
Michael Prosen
Drew Purcell
Kloby Reddy
Leslie Reddy
Piper Reddy and Ian Flanagan
Evan Rednour
David and Patricia Reines
Joe & Julie Reines
Karen Ripma
Kyle Ripma
Lane Robilotto
Brian Robinson
Bernie Rochford
Rita Rochford
Rita B Rochford
Claire & Corey Rollins
Bryant Roth
Tal Rothstein
Gretchen Sabel
Mike Salling

Yadav Sandesh
Kylie Schoppe
Connor Schraff
Brett Schumacher
Dennis Schwartz
Jim Scurry 
Tiffany Sedlacek
Mile Sesar
Lydia Shinn
Vickie Shucofsky
Eryn & Joseph Siesel
Carson Slade
Bennie Smith
Scott Snider
Anna Soskic
Gregg Stark
Jason Staviscak
Drew Stelzer
Duong Ta
Hurst Talbott
Rita Tersigni-Grabowski & Theodore
    Grabowski 
Sean Thaxter
Dave Thomas
Geoff Thrope
Christian & Alesha Trudell
Wilton Tsoka
Christine Tunison
Mitchell Tvorik
Jack Ubbing
Michael Urse
Andrew & Andrea Vento
Fran Vento
Nick and Erin Vento
Zack Venzeio
Matt Wallis
Matt Warren
Alexis Watkins
Kenneth & Kathy Weiss

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS
Lauren Welch
Ted & Terry Welsch
Joe Willaman
Bruce & Carol Williams
Eric Williams
Maria Willig
Blake Wilson
Daniel Wise
Megan Wise
Mark Yosowitz
Stacy Youseff
Hakeem Yusuff
Cathy & Brian Zbanek
Grant Zehnder
Adam & Brooke Zelwin
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Alison Black
Executive Director

Kloby Reddy
Program Director

Brittney Rzucidlo
Curriculum Director

Kaitlyn Dunaway
Program Coordinator

OUR TEAM

Joyce Becerra
Development Manager

Timothy Hinton
 Program Manager

Inclusive of Board, Associate Board, as of Jan. 2025. For an up-to-date list, please visit AmericaSCORESCleveland.org
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OUR TEAM
Board of Directors

Kerry Barrett, Co-Chair
Cleveland Cavaliers

Catherine Bous, Co-Chair
Case Western

Ainsley Camardo
Lincoln Electric

Kyle Genetin
Victoria’s Secret & Co

John Grebenc
QIAGEN

Alysia Kaplan
GenomOncology

Kaitlin Kline
Jones Day

Sean O’Brien
Youth Opportunities Unlimited

Kyle Ripma
Powers, Friedman Linn, PL

Connor Schraff
PwC LLP

Eryn Siesel
Jones Day

Nick Vento
Schneider Smeltz Spieth Bell LLP

Grant Zehnder
AstraZeneca

Inclusive of Board, Associate Board, as of Feb. 2025. For an up-to-date list, please visit AmericaSCORESCleveland.org

Christian Trudell, Chair
KeyBank

Laura Mimura, Vice Chair
KeyBank

Jeff Boehling, Treasurer
Valvoline Global Operations

Michele Sanchez, Secretary
Cleveland Metropolitan School District

Vincent Bell
PwC LLP

Adam Blumenthal
OneSeven

Patrick Clunk
Tucker Ellis LLP

Chad Cummings
Swagelok Company

Kevin Fentner
The Sherwin-Williams Company

David Gedeon
Eaton Corporation 

Meredith Holt
Cencora

Jason Lansdale
University Hospitals

Lyle Leavitt 
Flagstar Bank

Kuda Maposa
Progressive Insurance

Mairghread Mukeredzi
PwC LLP 

Jordan Masters
Progressive Insurance

Mason Oatey
Oatey Company

Brandon Patton
Aon 

Vincent Pierro
Grant Thornton

Kimberly Prince
Medical Mutual

Joseph Reines
Huntington National Bank

Rita Rochford
U.S. Bank

Andrew Vento, 
Union Risk Advisors

Adam Zelwin
PwC LLP

Associate Board



www.AmericaSCORESCleveland.org

@AmericaSCORESCleveland

America SCORES Cleveland 
3631 Perkins Ave., Unit 2CE

Cleveland, OH 44114
P: 216-881-7988

Learn more or donate:

Follow us on social media:

https://americascorescleveland.org/how-to-help/donate/

