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As a popular sport requiring minimal equipment,
soccer is accessible to children regardless of
economic status. Soccer engages youth with their
peers in vigorous activity and provides a platform for
teaching fitness and nutrition. Youth who play
soccer also learn the values of teamwork,
sportsmanship, and discipline.

Creative thinking promotes problem solving and
performing instills public speaking skills. Writing and
performing poetry gives youth an outlet to express
emotionally charged experiences that may inhibit
their ability to perform academically. Creative
writing also encourages a personal connection to
literature, which deepens classroom engagement.

Volunteerism instills in children a sense of
compassion, social responsibility, and personal
worth. Through service-learning projects and
collaborative experiences, children develop
leadership and teamwork skills at an early age.
Youth apply their knowledge to group-selected
community projects, which inspires self-efficacy
and pride.

Poet-Athletes are the youth participating in the
America SCORES Cleveland program. The term is
used to signify the holistic approach SCORES uses
to celebrate each participant’s creativity and
physical activity. 

Why soccer?

Why poetry?

Why service-learning?

Who are Poet-Athletes?
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Vision

Mission

Program Model
SCORES reaches Cleveland youth through our
unique curricula composed of soccer, poetry,
and service-learning. 

We unite children, teachers, families, and
community partners to help foster a support
system that nurtures learning and celebrates
youth achievements. 

SCORES meets The Ohio Afterschool Network's
guidelines for providing quality afterschool
programming, and all curricula are aligned to
State and National Standards in language arts,
physical education, and service-learning.

All programming is led by trained teachers,
staff, and qualified community members.

Our vision is to engage and support Cleveland
poet-athletes through high school graduation,
in an effort to develop healthy, civically
engaged students and leaders within our
communities. 

America SCORES inspires Cleveland youth to
lead healthy lives, be engaged students, and
have the confidence and character to make a
difference in the world.



OUR AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAMMING LOCATIONS

2024-25 Program Outcomes Report       3

Bellaire-Puritas
Artemus Ward School
Robinson G. Jones School

Brooklyn Centre
Denison

Central
Dike School of the Arts

Clark-Fulton
Natividad Pagan Intl.
Newcomers Academy

Cudell
Marion C. Seltzer School

Slavic Village
Warner Girls’ Leadership
Academy
Stella Walsh NRRC

Tremont
Buhrer Dual Language Academy
Scranton School

Union Miles
Woodland Hills

West Boulevard
Wilbur Wright

Glenville
Franklin D. Roosevelt
Academy

Hough
Wade Park School 

Jefferson
Garfield

Lee-Harvard
Whitney M. Young

Ohio City
Orchard STEM

= # of SCORES host sites 

Union Miles
Bellaire-Puritas

Broadway - Slavic Village

Tremont

Glenville
Cudell

Clark-Fulton

Jefferson

Brooklyn Centre

Central

Ohio City

Lee - Harvard

West Boulevard



OUR POET-ATHLETES

Male
51%

Female
49%

Race/Ethnicity

GenderProgram Age Group

2024-25 Program Outcomes Report         4

Asian
1%

Bi-Racial / Multiracial
11%

Hispanic / Latino
27%

Caucasian
8%

African American / Black
47%

Other
6%

Middle School
(Grades 6-8)

11%

Core
(Grades 3-5)

52%

Jr,
(Grades 1-2)

37%

Data on After School SCORES Program



Youth-Led 
Service Projects 

83
Coaches

17
 Community

Partners

58%
Returning

Poet-Athletes

Soccer Games
Played

193

16
Schools

18

24
Summer & Other

5,245
Families at SCORES

Games & Events
Community

Events 

43,000
Poems
Written

13
Neighborhoods

1,161
Summer & Other

Youth Served

707
After School
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COMMUNITY IMPACT

SCORES Sites

Program Highlights
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Physical Fitness

3rd-8th graders increased or
maintained their aerobic
fitness

88%

Caregivers agree that the
amount of time their child
spends exercising increased

99%

Literacy

1st-2nd graders improved or
maintained literacy scores

3rd-8th graders improved or
maintained writing scores

93%

79%

Coaches agree SCORES helped
improve students' language
arts skills

91%

Social Emotional Learning

Poet-athletes are more
confident about themselves

93%

Poet-athletes feel they are making
their community a better place

85%

Source: 2024-25 America SCORES Cleveland Assessments and Survey Results

OUR 2024-25 OUTCOMES

Coaches agree SCORES helped
increase students' leadership skills

98%
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FROM OUR SCHOOLS

SCORES increases
their students' 
self-confidence

SCORES encourages
their students' to be
engaged in school

SCORES positively
impacts their school
community

The SCORES program has had a profound impact
by giving students the chance to play a team
sport they wouldn’t otherwise have access to,
keeping them physically active while fostering
teamwork and discipline. 

The poetry competition has been equally
transformative, helping students develop
creative writing skills and confidence through
performance. 

Together, these opportunities empower students
both on and off the field, strengthening their
sense of community and self-expression.

100% 
OF PRINCIPALS AGREE

Principal at Scranton School

I have seen attendance improve [for students]
because they had something they belonged to
and a group of friends. 

Principal at Warner Girl’s Leadership Academy



METHODS OF ASSESSMENT
America SCORES Cleveland conducts comprehensive evaluations to continually assess the successes and needs of the
program. All assessments and surveys quantifiably measure levels of literacy, fitness, school engagement, and social
and emotional competencies. Support and feedback is given on select evaluations by Kimberly Rush, Adjuct Professor
of English at Cleveland State University; Claire Rollins, Senior Project Manager at Case Western Reserve University SOM;
and Gerard Banez, PhD, Program Director of the Pediatric Pain Rehabilitation Program at the Cleveland Clinic. 

The Progressive Aerobic Cardiovascular Endurance Run “PACER Test”(Core & Middle) is an aerobic capacity evaluation
administered at the beginning and end of each spring season. The PACER Test involves running continuously between
two points that are 20 meters apart and has become recognized as one of the most popular and valid tests of aerobic
fitness available. 

Physical Fitness
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Writing Assessments (Core & Middle) are administered at
the beginning and end of the fall season. Poet-athletes
are asked to write a poem or short story on any topic
they choose. The 6+1 Trait Writing Rubric is used to score
their writing samples. Rubric categories include: ideas,
organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency,
presentation, and convention.

Literacy
Dolch Sight Words Assessments (Jr.) are administered at
the beginning and end of each season. A selected list of
words from the primer through third grade list of Dolch
sight words are presented to youth on flash cards and
students are assessed on how many words they are able
to recognize at the beginning of the season versus at the
conclusion of the season.

Surveys & Social-Emotional Learning

Coach Surveys are administered at the end of each
season. Writing and Soccer coaches provide feedback
on how the SCORES program affects students’ language
arts skills, levels of self-confidence, leadership,
cooperation, teamwork, and general attitude toward
school. 

Principal Surveys  are administered at the end of each
school year. Principals complete a survey that measures
the impact of the SCORES program in their students,
highlighting changes in academic  engagement and
overall behavior.

Poet-Athlete Surveys (3rd-8th graders) are administered
at the end of each season. Poet-athletes complete a
survey that measures program impact in social and
emotional learning core competencies, based on the
Developmental Assets Profile (DAP). 

Caregiver Surveys are administered at the end of each
school year. Caregivers respond to questions on their
child’s experience with the SCORES program and how
the SCORES program benefits their children. 
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The Hero Within 
I am the Destroyer of Evil

by Orchard STEM Core Team

Crash Boom Bang
Cold as ice… Antarctica 

Hot as fire
More powerful than the sun
I am the destroyer of evil

Sticky, ugly, spidery
Fast like the speed of sound

Speed faster than time
I am the destroyer of evil

Made of cats
Razor claws….. MEeeeeeeOW

I am the destroyer of evil
Sweet like chocolate chips

Spicy like a jalapeno.... Pow Pow
I am the destroyer of evil

Fight for what is right
I am a friend to all

Kind as a sunflower 
warming its face in the sun
I am the destroyer of evil

POET-ATHLETE HIGHLIGHT

Tarris is a 5th grader at Orchard
STEM School. He first joined SCORES
in 2023 and he performed his team’s
poem “The Hero Within, I am the
Destroyer of Evil” at our 2025 Inspired
Art event!

Inspired Art features local artists who
develop pieces inspired by the
poems of our Poet-Athletes. Their
pieces are sold at auction to the
highest bidder where all funds go to
benefit SCORES youth.

Tarris enjoys playing soccer games
and said he looks forward to playing
the games each week. He enjoys the
community service projects and said
he wants to do more of them in
SCORES.

The Hero Within by George Kocar

The Hero Within by Tom Masaveg



Warren and Betsi Morris
Mairghread & Tendai Mukeredzi
Gregg Muresan
Karen O’Hearn
Mason & Amy Oatey
Erika and Thomas Ostrowski
Thomas Owen
Brandon & Abbey Jo Patton
Debi Pence-Meyenberg & Eric Meyenberg
Russell Pierce & Brianna McTaggart
Earl Pike
Andrea and Anthony Ponikvar
Kimberly Prince
David & Patricia Reines 
Joseph & Julie Reines
Rita Rochford
Michele Rothstein
Alex Rozenberg
Steve & Lydia Rzucidlo
Schroeder Giving Fund
Rita Tersigni-Grabowski & Theodore
      Grabowski
Christian & Alesha Trudell
Fran & Mike Vento
Eric Williams
Adam & Brooke Zelwin
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2023-24 SUPPORTERS - $500 AND ABOVE

For a list of all supporters, please reference our Annual Report. 

Abington Foundation
Anonymous Corporate Donor
Aon Foundation
CESO Inc.
City of Cleveland
Cleveland Research Company
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture
Eaton Corporation
Eva L. & Joseph M. Bruening Foundation
FIFA Foundation
Flagstar Bank
Grant Thornton
Great Lakes Billing Associates Inc.
HB Chemical
IPA Gates Honorarium
Jones Day
Kaulig Foundation
KeyBank Foundation
Lincoln Electric
Medical Mutual of Ohio
NetworkinGuys
New Balance Foundation
Oatey Foundation
OJJDP
Ohio Arts Council 
Park Place Technologies
PlayStation Cares
Progressive Insurance Foundation
Robert H. Reakirt Foundation
Roop & Co.
RPM International Inc.
Schneider Bell LLP
Sherwin Williams
Squire Patton Boggs
Swagelok Foundation
The Banks-Baldwin Foundation
The DiLauro Outreach Project
The Higley Fund of the 
    Cleveland Foundation
The James B. Oswald Company

The Martha Holden Jennings Foundation
The Reinberger Foundation
The Rite-Aid Foundation
Third Federal Foundation
Thomas H. White Foundation
Thomas J. Coltman Foundation
Tucker Ellis LLP
United Black Fund of Greater Cleveland

Individuals
Anonymous Donor
Vincent Bell & Megan Novak
Alison Black & Kevin Preslan
Adam & Elana Blumenthal
Patrick & Ellen Clunk
Ruth Coffey
Chad & Julie Cummings
Ed Covington & Margaret Kotz Covington
Donald & Mary Jo Dailey
Rachel Davis
Jennifer & Daryl Deckard
Polly and Tim Furey
Barbara Galvin
John and Janice Gambaccini
David & Sarah Gedeon
John and Kimberly Grebenc
Elizabeth Herron & Ed Zelaski
Jim & Diane Hofmockel
Meredith & Bryan Holt
John Hudec
Mike and Meredith Hudec
Michele Ibarra
Douglas Kaufman
Brad & Lisa Kostka
Jason Lansdale
Kuda Maposa
Jordan Masters & Stephanie Grechny
Brett McCoy
Laura Mimura

Other Support
Cleveland Metropolitan School District 
Cleveland Public Libraries
CMHA
Columbus Crew SC
Esperanza, Inc
Toca Sports - Rocky River
GCNCA
Jones Road Family Development
Merrick House
Open Doors Academy
Greater Cleveland Food Bank
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Alison Black
Executive Director

Kloby Reddy
Program Director

Brittney Rzucidlo
Curriculum Director

Joyce Becerra
Development Manager

Timothy Hinton
 Program Manager

OUR TEAM



OUR TEAM

Board of Directors

Mason Oatey
Oatey Company

Brandon Patton
Aon 

Vincenzo Pierro
Grant Thornton

Kimberly Prince
Medical Mutual

Joseph Reines
Huntington National Bank

Rita Rochford
US Bank

Andrew Vento, 
Union Risk Advisors

Adam Zelwin
PwC LLP

Christian Trudell, Chair
KeyBank

Laura Mimura, Vice Chair
KeyBank

Vincent Bell, Treasurer
PwC LLP

Michele Sanchez, Secretary
Cleveland Metropolitan School District

Adam Blumenthal
OneSeven

Patrick Clunk
Tucker Ellis LLP

Chad Cummings
Cleveland Clinic

Kevin Fentner
The Sherwin-Williams Company

David Gedeon
Eaton Corporation 

Meredith Holt
Cencora

Jason Lansdale
University Hospitals

Kuda Maposa
Progressive Insurance

Mairghread Mukeredzi
PwC LLP 

Associate Board
Catherine Bous, Co-Chair
Cleveland Cavaliers

Eryn Siesel, Co-Chair
Jones Day

Ainsley Camardo
Lincoln Electric

Kyle Genetin
Victoria’s Secret & Co.

John Grebenc
QIAGEN

Alysia Kaplan
GenomOncology

Kaitlin Kline
Jones Day

Madison Massie
McDonald Hopkins

Bridget Mulhall
SeeMyLegacy

Sean O’Brien
Youth Opportunities Unlimited

Kyle Ripma
Powers, Friedman Linn, PL

Connor Schraff
PwC LLP

Nick Vento
Schneider Bell LLP

Grant Zehnder
AstraZeneca
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Board and Associate Board members as of 9/1/2025.



www.AmericaSCORESCleveland.org

@AmericaSCORESCleveland

America SCORES Cleveland 
3631 Perkins Ave., Unit 2CE

Cleveland, OH 44114
P: 216-881-7988

Learn more or donate:

Follow us on social media:

https://americascorescleveland.org/how-to-help/donate/

